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the All Powerful and come out to meet the writer, so that
side by side we might return to the Presence, where ex-
ceeding exertion will be made for the pardon of the ex-
alted one? Otherwise, be it thoroughly understood, this
slave at the head of twenty thousand horsemen thirsting
for blood, follows like a \\ind that brings a destructive
tempest; and if imitating a deer of the plains you escape
and flee to the mountains, this pursuer will, like a panther,
spring on your back and make wet the teeth of desire with
the blood of his enemy.1

It would have been much wiser on the part of Dilawar
*Ali Khan not to precipitate a battle but to mark time, as
long as he could, by negotiations, in order to allow the army
of *Alam CA1I Khan to come up. But, being of a passionate
nature, he failed to make an objective assessment of the situa-
tion. On the other hand, Nizamu'1-Mulk was an intelligent ob-
server of human nature and a very clever strategist. He knew
full well that Dilawar cAli Khan, like others of his tribe, lacked
constructive statesmanship, that he was injudicious and of a
rash temper. He also knew that his suggestion of an amicable
arrangement would sting him to fury. And it did. Dilawar
'All Khan, with extreme contempt of the enemy, hurled his
army impetuously against Nizamu'l-Mulk's forces* The latter
had already planned an order of battle, placing his best men
of light and heavy cavalry in the rear as reserve, and sending
the rest of the force out to meet Dilawar 'All Khan's charge,
prepared to take advantage of the latter's foolish optimism
and rashness. He placed Muhammad Ghiyas Khan, the
two brothers Sheikh Muhammad Shah Faruqi and Sheikh
Nuru'Uah Faruki, Darogha of artillery, and other veterans in
the vanguard. Muhammad 6Iwaz Khan, Nazim of Berar, his
son Sayyid Jamalu'liah Khan, and Hakim Muhammad
Murtaza were in the right centre. The left centre was under
the command of Marhamat Khan, who had some war-
elephants with him. 'Abdur Rahim Khan, uncle of Nizamu'l-
Mulk, was posted in the advance-guard of the centre (Etmish).
Muhammad Mutawassil Khan, grandson of Sa'dullah Khan,

1 Mira't-i-Wardat by Muhammad ShafT Warid, quoted by Irvine, vol. II,
pp. 26-27.